
 

GOING AGAINST THE FLOW 
Romans 12:2 2Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God's will is-his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.  
 
We are not supposed to follow the crowd 
we’re supposed to follow Christ.   When 
Satan can get Christians to blend in with 
the world then he’s accomplished his goal 
of rendering God’s people ineffective and 

unproductive. If we don’t stand out from the world what hope do we 
have of changing the world?  
 

Going against the flow by having different character 
 
Galatians 5:16-26  Keep in Step with the Spirit 
 
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires 
of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things 
like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires.25 If we live by the Spirit, let us 
also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying one another. 

These attributes stand out. Showing true love to a world that doesn’t 
know what love is stands out. Being peaceful in a world of unrest 
stands out. Being joyful in a depressed and despondent world stands 
out. Being joyful when we face trials is unnatural. It’s unnatural to 
have a positive attitude all the time.  
 
James 1:2 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds 
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Generosity. 2 Cor. 8:1-4.  
We want you to know, 
brothers, about the grace 
of God that has 
been given among the 
churches of 
Macedonia, 

2 
for in a 

severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy 
and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed 
in a wealth of generosity 
on their part. 

3 
For they 

gave according to their 
means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, 
of their own 
accord, 

4 
begging us 

earnestly for the favor of 
taking part in the relief of 
the saints—  
 
Look at all the unnatural aspects 
of their generosity.  
 
First, being generous is unnatural 
because it’s natural to be selfish. 
But aside from that we see that 
they were under a severe trial and 
in poverty themselves; yet they 
were joyful. Therefore, they were 
willing, despite their 
circumstances, to be generous.  
 
They even gave beyond their 
ability, beyond what they were 
able, which tells me that they 
didn’t give from their abundance, 
but they gave sacrificially.  
 
And they did this without being 
pressured or prodded to do so. In 
fact, they urgently pleaded to 
give. They saw it as a privilege 
not a burden to be generous.  
 
Their generosity was 
unexpected, uncommon and 
unnatural.  

TALK ABOUT IT:  Look at Gal. 5: 22-23.  Name one area of struggle, and area 
a victory in being different from the world in character.  


